


. t.'./ - =

..




L
Nt s b\i’-\s
ANER S\


















PAROCHIAL ANTIQUITIES

ATTEMPTED IN

THE HISTORY

OF

AMBROSDEN, BURCESTER,
/ .
AND OTHER APJACENT PARTS

IN THE

COUNTIES OF OXFORD AND BUCKS.

. o

BY WHITE KENNETT, D.D.

VICAR OF AMBROSDEN,
AFTERWARDS BISHOP OF PETERBOROUGH.

Vetera Majestas quedam, et (ut sic dizerim) Religio commendat. Quincr. pe INst, Onart. i. 6.

A NEW EDITION, IN TWO VOLUMES,
GREATLY ENLARGED FROM THE AUTHOR'S MANUSCRIPT NOTES.

D —

VOL. I
D ——

OXFORD,

* AT THE CLARENDON PRESS.
' MDCCCXVIII,

- -
B S O



.00

..

- eee ®vows
ce

c e- ee-e
.o

care




ADVERTISEMENT.

e

THr pnesent edition of Bishop Kennett’s Parochial Antiquities
contains much additional matter, and that too from the pen of the
Author himself.

The Bishop’s own Copy, enriched in almost every page with Ma-
nuscript Notes, was given by the late Mr. Gough to Mr. Archdeacon
Churton, with a wish, that it should become the property of the
Bodleian Library, when there was no longer any one of his family
who was distinguished by the father’s taste for antiquarian research.
But the Archdeacon with great liberality has anticipated that event ;
and by presenting the Book to the Bodleian Library, through the
Delegates of the Clarendon Press, has enabled them to give to the
Public an enlarged and improved edition, at a time when the origi-
nal one was become so scarce, as almost to have disappeared.

That the difference between the first and the present edition may
be more clearly seen, the original text is preserved entire; and the
Author’s Manuscript Additions are printed in columns at the foot
of the page, which contains that portion of the History to which
they refer. The authorities cited have been examined ; all the char-
ters and documents which could be traced have been collated ; such
quotations from them as were found imperfect, or in any respect
inaccurate, have been corrected; and a very copious Index of Per-
sons and of Places will be found at the end of the second volume.




iv ADVERTISEMENT.

To the Author’s Appendix relating to the History of Allchester
has been added another, containing a History of Chilton, in the
county of Buckingbam, by the late Rev. Thomas Delafield, from a
MS. in the Bodleian Library.. The public have derived so little be-
nefit from the labours of the Historian and Topographer, in either
of the Counties of Oxford or Buckingham, that thé: publication of all
"such inedited works cannot fail to be acceptable; and the more so
in this case, as the Parish of Chilton and the Manor of Borstall are
contiguous to the places treated of in the Parochial Antiquities.

It would be unjust not to-acknowledge the kind permission of the
Dean and Chapter of Christ Church to examine the chartularies de-
posited in their Chapter House, as well as the ready access to all
their documeénts connected with the Work, which was afforded by
the Right. Rev. the Warderi and Fellows of All Souls College, by Sll‘
John Aubrey, Bart. a.nd by John Coker, Bsq. of Bicester.

. It remains only to add, that the Print prefized to the work is en-
graved from an original Portrait:in the possession of the.family of Sir
John Bayley, one of the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, who
is a descendant of Bishop Kennett’s, .and on whose application it
was allowed-in the most obliging manmner to be put into the hands -
of Mr. Fittler.

B. BANDINEL. .
Bodieian Library, March 16, 1818. :
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TO

THE HONOURED

SIR WILLIAM GLYNNE, BART.

PATRON OF THE CHURCHES OF AMBROSDEN AND BURCESTER.

SIR,

THIS Discourse has a title to your patronage, as you are the pa-

tron of those two churches, which are the particular subject of it.
But I have more express reason to offer up these Collections into
your hands, because you are the heir of that patron, to whose favour
I owed this benefice, and have yourself not only protected my func-
tion, and defended my rights; but out of your own property have
augmented my small revenues; and by your generous contribution
have supported me in the great labour and expence of gathering to-
gether these materials, and digesting them in this method.

As to the performance, I am under no concern to vindicate it
from the slights and ridicules that may be cast upon it by idle witty
people, who think all history to be scraps, and all antiquity to be
rust and rubbish. I say this only, next to the immediate discharge
of my holy office, I know not how in any course of studies I could
have better served my patron,.my people, and my successors, than

by preserving the memoirs of this parish and the adjacent parts,
VOL. I. : b
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vi THE EPISTLE.

which before lay remote from common notice, and in few years had

" been buried in unsearchable oblivion. If the present age be too
much immersed in cares or pleasures, to take any relish, or to make
any use of these discoveries; I then appeal to posterity: for I be-
lieve the times will come, when pérsons of better inclination will
arise, who will be glad to find any collection of this nature; and will
be ready to supply the defects, and carry on the continuation of it.

I doubt, there is but one argument against such historical at-
tempts; that is, men have degenerated from the piety, and inte-
grity, and industry of their forefathers, and therefore do not love to
be upbraided with the memory of them; and lead such a vicious, at
least such a useless life, that they desire no other mercy from after
ages, but silence and oblivion; and therefore must fear and hate
that sort of learning, which may hereafter call them fools, and other
proper names. So that antiquity has indeed the like enemies with
religion ; those despise it, who are sensible they live contrary to the
rules and the examples of it. ‘

Whereas, men would have some appetite to the notice of ancient
things and persons, if they had a spirit to improve the arts, and imi-
tate the virtues of their good old ancestors. And they would delight
to read any account of former ages, if they could themselves hope
to make any good figure in future story.

. 'This, Sir, makes me confident, that whoever are fond to be igno-
rant of past times; yet your family, and all the long descendants
from it, will ever prize antiquities, and love a faithful relation of any
matters of fact. For will not your posterity rejoice, to find upon
record the good and laudable deeds of their predecessors? Will it
‘not divert them to read, how the first Baronet of their name raised a
beautiful and regular seat at Amersden? How he kept there a hos-
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pitable and well-governed house, and by his prudence and charity
reformed a rude and licentious people? How he rescued the patron-
age of this church from the hands of one, whose principles.betrayed
him into no affection for it? How hé twice conferred the same
church with no regard to interest or importunity? How, out of his
own proper soil, he enlarged the bounds of the churchyard; and
made a like addition to the adjoining garden of the vicar? How, by
his countenance and kind endeavours, he recovered an estate (before
embezzled) ta the proper pious use of supporting and adorning the
parish church? How he was pleased-to accept a share in, that new
trust, and what a conscience he made in the discharge of it? How
just he was to the interest and the honour of his other church at
Burcester? How he filled it with an incumbent of exemplary good-
ness, and serviceable learning? And how he made it a greater
beauty ‘of holiness, by giving a very noble service of communion-
plate, and. all other decent ornaments for the Lord’s table and the
pulpit?

When they come to the history of his son and heir, what fuller
satisfaction will they have, in reading his character of virtue and ho-
nour, of generosity and public spirit! How will it please them to
observe, that he had an early education to good principles and good
letters! That he always shewed a respect to scholars, a reverence to
divines, and a veneration to the Church of England; and . that even
his good nature could not betray him into a kind opinion of any
other sect or party! That he managed his private affairs with discre-
tion and ease; and administered public justice in calmness and with
courage! That he was often projecting and promoting the strength
and beauty of his parish church, and set an example of constant ac-

cess to and good behaviour in it! That he was encouraging and as-
b2
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sisting the improvement of the vicar’s: manse, and making some
augmentation to his slender portion of glebe! That in a neighbour-
ing church of his patronage, for the two first turns of presentation,
he referred the choice of fit persons to the sole judgment of the Bi-
shop, and by such deference did his lordship and himself most par-
ticular honour! And how will it please them to be put in remem-
brance of a great many other good and glorious actions, which I
might now foretel, and they will hereafter find completed!

And I have the vanity to hope, that some of those who shall suc-
ceed in the benefice I now enjoy, will be glad to recollect, that they
had a certain predecessor, -who seemed to have some zeal for the
good estate of his church and parish, who was at some charge and
pains to search into histories and records, upon no other motive, but

the love of his parochial charge, and the benefit of posterity.

- My thanks for all your favours, and my prayers for the happi-
ness of yourself, your hopeful son, and all your dear relations, is the
duty of

Your obliged Clerk
and faithful Servant,

WHITE KENNETT.
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I am only concerned to let the reader prepare himself, with some short
account of the occasion and the method of these historical collections.

The occasion was this. Upon the death of Mr. Owen Jones, 21. May 1685.
I was presented to this church of Ambrosden, by the worthy patron the late
Sir William Glynne, baronet, and found some disturbance in the parish, about
the manner of expending and accounting for the annual profits of certain lands
and tenements allotted to pious uses. 1 was soon sensible, my duty obliged
me to reconcile all differences ; and was more especially inclined to consult the
interest of my church, and to secure the firm title, and the just disposal of a
public charity.

With these thoughts, I applied myself to the two proper advocates of such
a cause ; my diocesan, and my patron. They both agreed in the opinion, that
the church and people were abused ; and dot4 promised their assistance to pro-
mote a regulation of that abuse. In order to which, they enjoined me to make
a more diligent search into the matters of right and fact; and to draw up a
short state of the case, that they might more fully discover the corruption, and
more easily proceed to some redress. Upon this, with difficulty I obtained a
sight of some papers and records reposited in the church chest, and made this
abstract of them, Sept. 26, 1685.

There be lands and tenements within the manor of Blackthorn, in the pa-
rish of Ambrosden, commonly called by the name of the church houses, and
the church land*, now in the occupation of Robert George and other tenants,

* Any lands given to the pious use of rebuilding, repairing, and maintaining any ca-
thedral, or parochial church, were called fabric-lands, mentioned in the Act of Oblivion,
12. Car. 11. cap. 8. and they were more anciently called tymber-lands. In the good old
ages of devotion, most persons, by their last will, gave somewhat to the use of the church
where they lived. Mr. Blount cites this copy of a will for example—< In Dei nomine
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at the yearly rent of 14/ 12s. received and expended by the churchwardens,
with consent of some feoffees. The time of this donation, and the name of
the benefactor, are unknown. There is a dark tradition, that the said estate
was bequeathed by the last will of a certain inhabitant of this parish. But
upon search in the registry of Lincoln, made by a predécessor in this church,
no such instrument could be found. And, possibly, the donation might be
as ancient as the allotment of manse and glebe to the parish pricst; when,
at the dedication of the church, the lord of the soil might offer such a portion
of ground to the maintenance of a residing priest, and such another portion to
the repair and support of his new founded church. That by such distinct as-
signment he might comply with the old custom of dividing the tithes and ob-
lations, and the appropriating at first a_fourth, as afterward a third part to the
reparation of churches.

However, the settlement of this estate to such uses was proved to be imme-
morial and ancient, by reference made to a dced bearing date Mcccxxxvr.
wherein was a mention of those lands as belonging to the peculiar uses of the
said church, and excepted from the endownient of the vicar. A copy of which
deed was produced in a trial before the commissioners for charitable uses, in
12. Jac. I. I confess, I have seen no such original or transcript: but if they
mean the form of ordination of the vicarage of Ambrosden, which bears the
like date 1336, then the cottage there excepted from the endowment of the
vicar, yielding the annual rent of vis. 111d. and reserved to the rector and bon-
hommes of Asherugge, cannot be understood of this estate, but was a part of
the church glebe detained from the vicar, and reserved (as it now belongs) to
the appropriator.

But leaving the original donation undetermined, it is certain the said lands
were quietly enjoyed, and the profits honestly employed to the public uses of
the church, till the ycar 1568, 10. Queen Eliz. when Hugh Councell and Ro-.
bert Pister procured a precept from the queen to hold an inquisition at Thame,
com. Oxon. on Dccember 12. in claim of the said estate at Blackthorn, as
escheated to the crown, (under the title of concealed lands,) because given and

¢ amen—Die Veneris anno Dom. 1428. Ego Richardus Smyth de Bromyard condo testa-
 mentum meum in hunc modum—Imprimis lego animam meam Deo et Beate Marie et
% omnibus sanctis, corpusque meum sepeliendum in ccemiterio beate Edburge de Bradway.
¢« Item lego fabrice ecclesie cathedralis Hereford xud. Item lego fabrice capelle Beaie
¢ Marie de Bromyard xrd. Item lego fratribus de Woodhouse xxd. Residuum vero bono-
“ rum” &c. :
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employed to superstitious uses, and so forfeited to the crown by an act
1. Edw. L. cap. 14. This inquisition was so hastily and corruptly returned,
that the verdict was, that the said lands were in seisin of the queen, from whom-
a grant by letters patent was made to the said informers Hugh Councell and
Robert Pister, in consideration of sixteen pounds, the annual rent being at that
time twenty marks.

Yet these fraudulent purchasers could never gain possession; for imme-
diately upon complaint made in a petition of the inhabitants to the queen’s
majesty, the inquisition was declared to be false, and the conveyance void.
When the purchasers were thus condemned, they still kept up a pretended
title; and by several mediate conveyances, in the 10th year of king James I.
the said lands were claimed by Thomas Bowler, Richard Stanton, Judith Hern,
Thomas Cross, and William Haws; some of which being in possession as te-
nants of the estate, pretended to the sole right and property of it, and for two
years forcibly detained and denied all rent, and acknowledgment for it. There-
fore in 12. Jac. L. 1614. the parishioners, and others, obtained a commission
Jor charitable uses, in pursuance of an act 43. Eliz. cap. 4. to be held in the
city of Oxford by John, lord bishop of Oxon. Sir Michael Dormer, Sir George
Tipping, knights, Anthony Blinkoe, doctor of laws, chancellor of the dio-
cese, &c. This cause was brought beforé the said commissioners, who, after a
full hearing, decreed an ejectment of the intruders, and adjudged them to pay
for the mediate rents thirty pounds, and ten pounds for waste made by the
cutting down some elms on the premises, and so resettled the lands to the fo-
mer uses of the church, appointing a certain number of feoffees, with authority
to nominate successive persons to the same continued trust.

But the false claimers appealed from this decree of the commissioners to the
Court of Chancery, where, after dilatory and expensive proceedings, a decree
was at last obtained, 14th June, 10. Car. L. confirming the precedent order of

“commissioners, and disannulling all other claims and pretensions. This long

depending suit was so chargeable to the parishioners, that for their satisfac-
tion the new feoffees leased out the lands at a moderate corn rent, taking a fine
of forty pounds, which was equally distributed to reimburse the defendants’
charges. And when that lease expired, the lands were farmed out for near the
full rent in money, received by the churchwardens, and accounted for cvery
year at Easter. But by the iniquity of the late times, and the combination of
some church and parish officers, these two abuses have shamefully crept in.

1. The profits of this estatc, which were at first designed, and have been
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since declared for the sole benefit of the church, have been converted to seve-
ral other uses: as, to finding the communion bread and wine; defraying the
charges of ecclesiastical visitations; helping in the repair of bridges, and
amendment of highways; contributing to sufferers recommended by letters pa-
tent; rewarding the ringers upon public festivals; and other accidental occa-
sions, which should have been rather served by imposed rates, or by voluntary
contributions. So as what is properly a church stock, is now perverted into a
parish stock ; and when appropriated to sacred, is now prostituted to profane
and common uses.

2. Whereas the fund arising from the said lands and tenements ought to be
reposited in a church chest, formerly provided for that purpose, and thence to
be taken out, and disbursed with the order or full consent of the feoffees; this
reasonable practice is now laid aside; the churchwardens alone receive the
rents, and divide the money in proportion to the townships or hamlets of the
said parish, taking two parts of the dividend for Blackthorn, one for Arncott,
and one for Amersden: which sums the respective churchwardens keep in
their several hands, and account at Easter for those separate shares, with collu-
sion and great disorder.

It is therefore thought necessary, for the honour of God and the interest of
the church, that the profits should be applied to the alone proper use of sup-
porting and adorning the parish church. And that the issuing rents should be
safely reposited in a common chest, to be expended by the care of the church-

wardens, at the direction of the feoffees.

This abstract I delivered to the right reverend John Fell, lord bishop of
Oxford, who for piety, justice, and charity, and especially for patronising his
clergy, and deferiding the rights of the church, was (at least) equal to the pri-
mitive examples of Christian prelates. His lordship consulting the peace of
the parish, drew up with his own hand a form of regulation, to be subscribed
by the feoffees, and practised without further trouble. But they refused to
comply with any sort of proposals, and called their own perverseness an old
custom, which was not to be broken. Upon which contempt, his lordship,
after a second ineffectual admonition, commanded me to have recourse to the
commissioners for charitable uses: to whom I made complaint at their first
session in the Guild Hall, within the city of Oxford; and after several hearings
the coust were so well convinced of the abuses and injuries done to the church,
that on Wednesday, March 1, 1683, they declared their opinion agreeable to
the verdict of a jury, to dissolve the present feoffment, to constitute a new trust
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in more faithful hands, and to oblige the churchwardens for seven years last
past, to refund the several sums of money, which they had not employed to
the use and service of the church. This judgment of the court had been

fully executed, but that before the next sessions, Sir Willam Glynne, baronet,
in pure tenderness and charity, interceded with the chief commissioners. to re-
mit all penalty for past miscarriages, and only to prevent the like abuses for the
future. Accordingly, in compliance to his generous request, at the next ses-
sions, Wednesday April 20, 1685, Mr. Justice Holloway declared the judg-
ment of the court, to dissolve the late feoffment, and to constitute new trus-
tees, for disposal of the profits to the sole uses of the church; and in concla-
sion did observe, they should have inquired more narrowly into the past mis-
carriage, which would have fallen heavy upon some of the late churchwardens,
but that an honourable person had interceded for them.

This was the occasion which first engaged me in inquiries and searches after
papers and records, which might any way relate to my churth and parish.
When I had once began to be thus inquisitive, the slow discoveries which I
gradually made did not so much satisfy my mind, as they did incite it to more
impatient desires. So that diverting from my ordinary course of studies, I fell
to search for private papers and public evidences, to examine chartularies. and
other manuscripts, and by degrees to.run. over all printed volumes, which I
thought might afford any manner of knowledge of: this parish; and the adjacent
parts of the country. Had I proposed the antiquities of this whole county, I
should perhaps have sooner gathered up sufficient materials for it. But con-
fining myself to such a narrow circuit, I often read much to very little purpose.
And when I applied myself to those courts of record, where I thought such re-
mains were most likely to be found, I felt the exaction for searching and tran-
scribing to be so great, and perceived the notes to be so imperfect, that I be-
gan to want ability and courage to go on. At least I became sensible, that un-
dertakings of this nature should be encouraged and:supported by several hands,
as the cause of a community should be managed by a public fund. And I well
know, those gentlemen whose seats or estates lay within the compass of my
design, would have readily contributed to any just proposals made to theni.
But I thought it somewhat more suitable to my profession and my temper, if I
could thus serve the country without wages; and therefore (except the volun-
tary kindness of my patron) I never asked or received any other gratuity, than

the pleasure of doing good for its own sake. This was my design.
VOL. I c

L4
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As to the method, I proposed to make it as obvious and regular, as such
disjointed matter would allow. Where I wanted authorities, I resolved my
conjectures should be short and modest. Therefore I passed hastily over the
unknown state of these parts under the primitive Britains; but looked more
narrowly for some footsteps of the Romans; and perhaps have made some dis-
coveries of their marches, their garrisons, coins, ways, and customs; which
may give diversion to the English reader; and may afford some light to the
sense of Greek and Latin writers. I went on to the invasion of the Saxons,
and to their times of disorder and confusion; where I think I have done jus-
tice to the memory of some forgotten places; have better settled the bounds of
the Mercian and West-Saxon kingdoms; have fixed the session of certain
councils and synods of that age; and have reconciled some accounts of time,
which our authors had confounded and mistaken. I went through all the re-
volutions of Danes and Saxons with the same regard to curiosity and truth;
and seem to have hit upon several things, which had escaped the observation
of common writers.

* When I came to the Norman Conquest, I found the subject matter more copi-
ous, and the authorities more express; and therefore thought it convenient to
proceed by way of annals, that I might keep to the exact periods of life and ac-
tion, which are the soul of history, and the criterion of all truth. In this part
of the performance, I have endeavoured to be very accurate in the descent of
families, and the conveyance of estates. I have corrected a great many tradi-
tional errors, and have gathered up considerable materials, when any diligent
and judicious person shall undertake to improve the history of the Baronage
of England. I have traced many temporary usages and local customs, many
feudal services and particular tenures, many other ancient rites and manners,
not unserviceable to those gentlemen; who would know the reason and original
of what they are to call the common law.

I have been more especially curious in transmitting all those charters and
authentic deeds, which were pertinent to my subject, and lay dispersed in ob-
scure and distant places; and have thereby preserved some thousands of charts
and muniments, which are ready for the hands of those, who shall collect and
publish some other volumes of a Monasticon Anglicanum, a work that above
any other will illustrate and adorn the antiquities of this church and nation.
And further, as occasion offered, I have made some digressions into the search
of a few particular subjects, as consecration to religious uses, appropriation of

4
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tithes, institution of churches, dependance of chapels, office of rural deans, and
such like: arguments, wherein I was most desirous to satisfy myself, and to
inform the world. )

When I had brought down the series of affairs to the end of the reign of
Hen. VL. I found the volume growing incapable to hold the remaining matter,
unless I had contracted it into a compass too narrow for the projected design.
So that I broke off at the year 1460, but have carefully preserved all the other
memoirs, and shall endeavour to adjust them in such a method, as that I may
hereafter give them to the public in a second part; or rather may leave them
to my successor in the church of Ambrosden, to whom I shall desire my exe-
cutors to deliver all such papers and materials as I leave collected for that
purpose. .

There was one manuscript communicated to me by my very worthy friend
Mr. Blackwell, B. D. which (though of modern age and no great authority)
immediately relating to these parts, I thought good, with consent of the owner,
to join as an Appendix to this work, under the title of “ The History of All-
chester, near Bircester, in Oxfordshire,” &c. wrote in the year 1622.

While I was running over the sheets from the press, I met with a great
many terms and phrases, which would create trouble to a curious reader, and,
if unexplained, would leave several writs and deeds obscure and useless. To
obviate this danger, I made an alphabet of those obsolete words and forms of
speech, to shew in short the sense and application of them ; wherein, by point-
ing at the original of our English tongue, with the several innovations and cor-
ruptions in it, and giving new light to some ancient customs, laws, and man-
ners, I have left matter to be applied by some more able pen to the noble
uses of improving the excéllent Glossary of Sir Henry Spelman, which would
be a work of infinite service, and of equal honour to this nation. A new edi- -
tion might be made more copious and exact from some of the author’s own
manuscripts, from some volumes since published, and from many records since
recovered from dust and darkness. It is a labour that requires an expert, in-
dustrious, patient hand. I wish I might recommend it to the leisure of my sin-
gular friend Mr. Edmund Gibson, a master of those studies, and of much other
useful knowledge. Some persons may imagine, that the large Latin Glossary
of Du Fresne is so comprehensive of all antiquated words and phrases, as to
supersede any additions and improvements to the archeology of Spelman: but
with all deference to the indefatigable pains and great fidelity of that noble
lord, I dare affirm, that in all the old terms which were of more peculiar use in

c2
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this island, he has barely transcribed, or, what is worse, abridged - the explica-
tions of Spelman. It is excuse enough, that he was a foreigner; for indeed,
none but a native can perfectly understand the idioms of any tongue, or the
customs of any country. Therefore the elder Vossius wisely declared, Satius
esse ed: glossaria ab unoquoque gentis sue scriptore, quia is facilius certius-
que, quid e sue nationis genio proficiscatur, perspiciet. (Preefat. ad lib. de vitiis
Sermon.) And the learned Du Fresne, after his immense labour, confessed,
Optandum esse ut in singulis nationibus prodeant. viri docti, qui lingue sue
idiomata, vim eorum, notionem, origines, sed et desuetas, et pridem obsolstas
voces ad amussim investigent explicentque. (Preefat. ad Gloss. Lat. p. xx.)

And indeed there is no greater argument, why the Antiquities of England
should be more and more illustrated than this; to correct the mistakes, and
reconcile the contradictions of foreign writers. Why should Pabebrochius con-
Jjecture, we had no charters, or other written instruments of conveyance in the
time of Bede? When Bede himself does mention the hereditary right of mo-
nasteries to some territories by royal edicts, and privileges of the religious,
confirmed by the subscription of bishops, abbots, and secular powers. Why
should Du Fresne assert, that after the Norman Conquest there were no deeds
of donation by kings or private subjects in the Saxon idiom; but all in the
French, or in the Latin tongue and letter? When for three or four reigns after
the Conquest, there be found several charters and other public acts in the
Saxon character and language. Why should the French editors of Eadmer
stumble upon Baleum ejusque exscriptorem Lelandum ? When nothing is more
ridiculous than to make Leland the ‘transcriber of Bale: they might as well
have made Bale the transcriber of Pits. Why should Picard, in his late anno-
tations upon Anselm, betray his own ignorance, and leave his author under the
. censure of mistake? Anselm in ome of his Epistles, (1. 3. Ep. 90.) being then
at Lyons, in his return from Rome, anno 1105, excused himself for not com-
ing into England, because he could not attend at court, and crown the king
before his submission to the pope. The annotator wonders at this expression,
and takes pains to prove, that the king had been solemnly crowned five years
before. Whereas if he had known. any thing of the English court, he must
needs have known the custom of that age, open court and common councils
held at the three principal festivals, Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntide: when
it was one ceremony to have the crown put upon the king’s head by the arch-
bishop of Canterbury. It were endless to recount the absurd and gross errors
committed in the relation of English affairs by those authors, who meddle with
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a province not their own. I only point at these few, to shew the necessity of
having all our-antiquity and history explained and improved by scholars of our
own nation, and not betray our land to the evil and false report of strangers.

And truly I cannot but congratulate the present age, that a genius to our
national antiquities seems now to invigorate a great many lovers of their coun-
try, from whose attempts and advances in this kind of knowledge the world -
may expect much public service. Particularly from my industrious and judi-
cious friend Mr. Thomas Tanner, who may do great honour to his native
county of Wilts. when he has perfected the great and good design of publish-
ing and improving that too long concealed treasure, Opus Jokannis Lelandi
de Scriptoribus Britannicis.

Any writer without the countenance of friends, is like a poet without a pa-
tron, cold and heavy. But antiquities expose the lovers of them to so much
labour and expence, that they, above all other studies, do want a support and
reward from men of wealth and honour. And indeed they have met of late
with some favour and encouragement, to help to bear their fatigue, and to ex-
cite their progress. In Oxford, they have been especially promoted by the
Rev. Dr. Charlett, Master of University College, to whom this work and the
author of it are very much obliged.

I am sensible there be some who slight and despise thls sort of learning, and
represent it to be a dry, barren, monkish study. I leave such to their dear enjoy-
ments of ignorance and ease. But I dare assure any wise and sober man, that
historical antiquities, especially a search into the notices of our own nation, do
deserve and will reward the pains of any English student; will make him under-
stand the state of former ages, the constitution of governments, the fundamen-
tal reasons of equity and law, the rise and succession of doctrines and opinions,
the original of ancient, and the composition of modern tongues, the tenures of
property, the maxims of policy, the rites of religion, the characters of virtue
and vice, and indeed the nature of mankind. I wish the excellent parts of
many other writers were not spent upon more frivolous arguments, where by
subtleties, and cavils, and controverting quibbles, they serve only to weaken
Christianity, and (what otherwise were pardonable) to expose one another.
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THE subject and the times, which I am first to deal with, are ob-
scure; but my endeavours shall be, not to represent them fabulous.
National antiquities are deeply buried ; but parochial are sunk far-
ther into the most remote oblivion. The most diligent enquirer
might break off with the same complaint, which the wise Gildas
made, in prefacing his zealous epistle, that if any written memoirs
were ever left, they have been burnt at home, or carried away into
 foreign lands*. Yet I consider, that in all searches for the rise and
original of things, there is room for conjecture, before there is
allowance for matter of fact. Therefore I shall step "back, and
guess at some things, which I do not pretend to assert. From the
date of the Conquest I know my authorities to be very good, and
shall from that time digest the whole story into exact annals. But

a Historia Gilde, sect, 2. edit. Gale.
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2 PAROCHIAL ANTIQUITIES.

till then, I shall loosely discourse in general of these parts, through
the great epochs of this nation, the time of the Britains, the
Romans, the Saxons, the Danes, and the Saxons restored.

e

CHAP L
BRITAINS.

I PROFESS not to determine, whether, among these our true an-
cestors, the site of these parishes had any inhabitants, much less the
names of places, which it now retains. Possibly these parts had
not the honour of ruined Troy, of being converted into corn fields;
but lay in primitive nature, an uncultivated desert. Whether any
Indigence kept always here in the navel of the land, as Cesar reports
their pretences®, or whether no mansion till foreigners arrived; and
those, whether Scythe, or Celte, Germans, Gauls, or Spaniards, the
three nations from which Tacitus® thought us derived, according to
the nigher position of our coasts to those countries, are beyond all
knowledge to resolve. This only is agreed, that those people, which
Dio called Bodunni, and the Romans Dobuni, dwelt within the
tract, that now makes up most part of this county, and that of
Glocester: and the circuit of these north-east parts was called Do-
buni Dofu?, from the fat and fertile soil. In the declining part at
least of this dark age, there were at no great distance some British
towns, that must occasion this adjacent country to be the better
inhabited. From the account which Cesar*® and Strabo give, some
look upon all British cities preceding the Roman invasion, to have
been rather necessitous and moving stations, than any fixed archi-
tecture of walls and houses. But however rude their military en-

bDe Bell. Gall. 1. 5. ¢ Tacitus Vit. Agric. sect. 11. d Hist. Alcester MS.
¢ Ceesar de Bell. Gall. 1. 5. .f Strabo Geog.
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campments were, it is probabletheir more public resort and abode
was in places of artificial, though less regular strength and beauty.
For even Cesar allows them the same way of building with the
Gaulst. Why should not the twenty-eight British cities mentioned
by Gildas, and enumerated by Nennius, and their number increased
by Huntingdon, &c. have their foundation in the pure British age,
though their improvement might be owing to the Roman arts? If
such immense ruins are now visible, which the most learned do be-
lieve the remains of heathen British Temples; how can we think
them ignorant in their own accommodations, when they were so
pompous in providing for their gods? Among such original British
Cairs, there was Cair-Draithon, which Huntingdon makes Cair-
Draiton, which I durst. not ascribe to either of those two parishes

in this county, which still retain that name, though no antiquaries

can find better where to place it. But the Cair-Dauri of Hunting-
don, which Alfred of Beverley calls Cair-Dorim, and Beda, Civitas
Dorcinia, is by all interpreted Dorchester, the city of waters, in
Leland’s word Hydropolis. Cair-Gretholin, Grethlin, or Wethe-

ling, which Hum. Lhuyd assigns to Warwick, might perhaps be

more aptly fixed at Watlington in this county, which, without con-
sidering the affinity of name, did seem to a late diligent surveyor

to have been an old British city®. Henley is likewise taken for a

most ancient British town, from Hen old and Lhey a place, which
Camden'® and Dr. Plot* suppose to be the head town of the people
called Ancalites, who submitted to Cesar. The fortifications on
Long-Witenham hill are by Leland' thought to be the marks of the
British Sinnodunum. Not to recount the disputes of the antiquity
of Oxford, whether Cair-Mempric and Cair-Vortegern be monkish
fancies, whether the Iren of Gildas his studies be mistaken for Ichen
or Ruyd-Ychen, the pretended ancient name of this place; whether
this and more be truth or pretence, let men of leisure satisfy them-

& De Bell. Gal. 1, 5. _ b Dr. Plot. Nat. Hist. Oxford, ch. 10. i Britan. Dobuni.
k Nat. Hist. Oxf. ch. 10. 1 Lel, Cygnea cantio. ' ~
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selves from copious authors™. It is enough at present to infer, that
long before the visit of the Romans, these parts were known and
peopled, which may pass into the more easy conjecture, if we reflect
on the pieces of money dug up at Wood-Eaton, 1676 ; one of which
had CUNO on the one side, and on the reverse CAMU, denoting it
to be coined by Cunobelin, a king in Britain, under the reign -of
Augustus at Camulodunum, now Maldon in Essex”. There was
another dug up at Little-Milton, presumed to be the coin of Pra-
sutagus, king of the Iceni®. Nor is it so probable, these coins were
dropt in after ages, as nearer to the time of their stamp, when cur-
rent among the British inhabitants, populous in these parts. But I
hasten to be relieved from the dangers of ignorance and error.

.

.

CHAP IL
ROMANS.

CESAR, in his first expedition upon this island, was no doubt con-
fined to the eastern parts of Kent. And in his second descent, he
is generally supposed to have made no great progress, because his
own Itinerary describes no far advancing marches, and because Dio,
Tacitus, Lucan, Horace, &c. reflect upon this as an imperfect at-
tempt. Hence Camden was the first of our writers who dared to
bring Cesar as far as Coway-stakes, nigh Oatlands in Surry, where
the Roman army passed the Thames?. But without the vanity of
assuming honour to these parts, I think it next to certain that Cesar
came in to the limits of this county, and brought his forces cross the
Thames at Walingford. The author who confirms me in this opi-
nion is the judicious Mr. Somner9, who suggests to me several of

m Selden on the 11th Song of Drayton’s Polyolb. Stillingfleet Orig. Britan. Hist. et
Antiq. Oxon. ‘Nat. Hist. of Oxfordshire, &c. nPlot.ib.  °Ib. p Camden
Britann. in Atrebat. 49 Saxon Diction. in voce Walingford.
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those arguments, which I would briefly deliver. First, Comius the
Atrebatian was sent over by Cesar to dispose the Britains to subjec-
tion, as a man of great authority among them, whose interest must
lie chiefly among those Britains, who were in effect his own country-
men, who inhabited that part of the island, which is now called
Barkshire: which Comius at his first arrival was imprisoned by the
Britains, but on Cesar’s first victory was released, and, upon retreat
of the Romans, was left behind as an agent of Cesar, when he spent
his time no doubt among his old friends the Atrebatii, and might in-
form Cesar that he had prepared him an easy reception in those
parts. In the next summer’s expedition, this encouraged Cesar to
march higher into the country, where the interest of Comius might
facilitate his conquests: this might bring him to the Atrebatii in
Berks, and to one of their chief stations in Walingford, which is
much the more probable, because after this passage over the
Thames, king Cassibelan sent this Comius as a mediator to Cesar,
which was the more proper, if the conqueror was in those parts,
for which the ambassador was most concerned. Secondly, after Ce-
sar had crossed the Thames, the people who submitted themselves
do seem to prove, that his presence and his conquests extended hi-
ther. For upon the yielding of the Trinobantes or men of Middle-
sex, they were the inhabitants about this middle of the land, who
followed their example: among them the Bibroci in the hundred of
Bray, com. Berks: the Segontiaci, who had their Cair-Segont, now
Silcester, in Hampshire: and the Ancalites, who were the next
neighbours to Walingford on the other side of the river, and had
their head town at Henly in this county. Thirdly, this tradition of
Cesar’s coming over at Walingford was current in the time of king
Alfred, who, giving a Saxon interpretation of the history of Orosius,
makes this express comment on Cesar’s wars in Britain, that Aés third
battle was by the river Thames, nigh a shallow called Wallingford".
-Which authority of so ancient a native writer ought to weigh much

r Alfredi interpret. Oros. 1. 6. c. 9.
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with English antiquaries. . Fourthly, though Cesar did intend and
did possibly attempt a passage at that place, where the Coway Stakes
were by the Britains pitched down on the bank, and at the bottom
of the river: yet the Romans could not ford it over at this place,
because of the stratagem which galled their foot, and made them
retreat to find out a more passable part of the river, as is plain from
Orosius, who is herein followed by the venerable Bede, who, speak-
ing of those stakes, observes, that the Romans, when they found
them, were forced to avoid them, &c. So as, declining this diffi-
culty, they might well march higher up the river, and cross it at or
near Walingford, and on the other side encountered the forces of
Cassibelan, and put them to flight. Fifthly, Gulielmus Pictaviensis
was informed of this tradition, who, writing the acts of his patron
William the Conqueror, draws the parallel between him and Cesar,
and endeavouring to shew how much greater success attended the
Duke, than evgr waited on the Roman general, he gives this in-
stance, Wher Cesar came to the river Thames to force a passage into
the dominion of Cassibelan, his enemies opposed him on the other side,
%0 as the Roman soldiers passed over with loss and danger. But
when the Norman Duke came into the same country, the princes and
the people came there to meet him, and his forces had a free and
open passage cross the river’. Which must allude to the town of
Walingford ; for there it was that Stigand archbishop and other
grandees made their application to him, and there he passed the
Thames, came to Oxford, took his road to Berkamsted, and thence
to London®. TFarther, the very name of this town is no light argu-
ment of this matter; for Antonine calls it Calleva, and from Ptolomy
it is rendered Callena; Camden restores it Gallena, and from Hum.
Lhuyd would have it a British name, Gual-Hen, Vallum Antiquum.
Yet I see no reason why it may not be supposed a Roman appel-
lation, or at least by the Britains imposed in memory of the Gauls
~ here passing the Thames, and defeating the forces of Cassibelan :

¢ Gesta Ducis Norman, p. 210, tIb. 285.
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especially when the Saxons changed the name into ILuallengayopo
and pallengayopb; their addition of ford implying it to have been a
fordable passage cross the stream. Why may not Walingford be
Gallorum transitus, as well as the ancient Nant-Gallum, the Saxon
Walbroke, be so called from the passage and defeat of Levius Gal-
lus, colleague of Alectus, an. 294°. Lastly, the eminence of this
place during the government of the Romans in this isle may add
weight to the former reasons. It is not unlikely that Comius of Ar-
ras or Artois, before his mission by Cesar, had been king of the At-
rebatii in Britain, and had his principal city upon this bank of the
Thames, called Gallena Atrebatium, the metropolis of those people.
For the Britains seizing and imprisoning him at first arrival seems
too great a rudeness even for barbarous people to have been guilty
of, if they had not looked upon him as a deserter, rather than a
legate. Or, however, if he did not bear that precedent relation to
our British Atrebatii, yet having been made king of the Atrebates in
Gaul, during his service in those wars, it is likely he applied himself
to the same people in this island; and by their information and
assistance might conduct Cesar, through their country, to the most
passable part of the Thames. And if he were not their original
prince, yet, upon this conquest, he was appointed their king by
Cesar : which is evident by two several coins found in these parts,
and represented by Camden*, one of gold, that exhibits on the one
side a horseman armed, and inscribed REX; on the reverse, COM.
which that author interprets COMIUS king of the Atrebatii: the
other of silver with a crescent and this inscription, REX CALLE;
and on the reverse a vulture or other bird. He conjectures that
CALLE might allude to the city Callena or Gallena, Walingford ;
and the accurate Mr. Burton refers REX to Comius king of the
Atrebatii’.+ It was certainly a place of great figure and resort,
while the Roman arms prevailed, and is mentioned at least four

u Mat. West. p. 123. x Camden Britan. inter numismata. . ¥ Burton Com-
ment. on Anton. Itinerary, p. 225.
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times in the Itinerary of Antoninus as a public station: and Cam-
den, upon frequent view of the place, does impute the remains of
fortification to the labour of the Romans*. These several conjec-
tures may arise to as much proof, as any matter of fact not expressly
recorded is capable of, at so great a distance of time. Let all abound
in their own sense: I am myself satisfied by these reasons, that
Walingford was the place where Cesar crossed the Thames, and came
into the borders at least of this county; on which I would not have
insisted, if any of our antiquaries had before applied themselves to
the resolution of it.

Having thus advanced the opinion of Cesar’s access to this coun-
ty, I shall now keep to these north-east parts, the confines of my in-
tended subject. And here, since the plainest tokens of the abode
and dominion of the Romans were either forts and garrisons esta-
blished by them, or coins reposited, or highways made, or customs
remaining ; it is easy to discover all these marks of Roman anti-
quity, and thence to infer, that these adjacent parts were full of
men and action, under those masters of the world,

CHAP III.-
ROMAN GARRISONS.

"THE next Roman expedition into Britain was under the com-
mand of Aulus Plautius, sent hither by the emperor Claudius, about
the forty-fourth year from our Saviour’s birth. His first victory
over Cataratacus and Togodumnus, sons of Cunobelin, was in these
parts, as appears from the consequence of it : for, upon the flight
of these British princes, that part of the Bodunni or Dobuni, who
were subject to the Catuellani, submitted to the conquerors, and re-

z Britan. Atrebatii.
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ceived garrisons to secure their fidelity®. These Bodunni were the
people of Glocester and Oxfordshires, thought to be so called from
the British Bodu or Bodun, deep, (from whence possibly Bodicott,
of a deep situation in this county,) as by other authors called Do-
buni, from the like British word. Duwfn now signifies deep in the
Welch tongue. The Catuellani were the inhabitants of Bucking-
ham, Bedford, and Hertfordshires. So as the Bodunni, which, be-
cause nearest to the Catuellani, were in subjection to them, must be
the people of the north-east parts of this county, adjoining to that
of Bucks. This is the more apparent from the progress of the Ro-
mans : for, after their leaving a garrison to awe the Bodunni, they
marched toward a river, on the other side of which the Britains were
encamped, supposing the enemy could not pass the waters to them :
but Plautius sending over the Germans, who were used to rapid
streams, surprised the Britains, wounded their chariot-horses, and
put them to a disordered flight. This action seems to have been
on these banks of the river Ous, *at or near Buckingham, it being
plain that Plautius had pursued the Britains hither eastward, and
after this defeat, and a second unsuccessful rally, they still retired to
the more eastern parts, till they came toward the mouth of the
river Thames. Afer another victory over the Britains, and the death
of Togodumnus, Plautius thought fit to pursue a flying enemy no
farther, but invited the emperor to come himself, and reap the
glories of a triumph, having first placed sufficient garrisons in those
places, which he had already subdued; some of which garrisons
must be fixed here in the north-east borders of the Bodunni, and
the adjacent parts of the Catuellani.

By long ages and the silence of historians, places are as much
subject to death, as the men who resided in them. I ought not to
guess where these garrisons were fixed without some authority, or
fair presumption for it. The injustice is as great to set up new, as.
to remove the ancient landmarks. Cirencester, on the edge of Glo-

. 2 Dio. b. 60. f. 677.
VOL. I. C
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cestershire, seems to have been as well the first as the greatest of the
" Roman stations, which the Britains had before made a place of
strength and confluence. This Corinium is by Ptolomy recorded as
the metropolis or chief city of the Dobuni®, and was after called Co-
rinijum Dobunorum®. But the presumption is very fair, that an-
other of these garrisons of Plautius was at Alcester, adjoining to
Ambrosden, lying as the frontier of the Boduni and Catuellani, and
from whence the army of Plautius might agreeably pursue the Bri-
tains to Buckingham, or the adjacent banks of the Ouse. Of this
station that still retains the name of Alchester, Camden was content
to observe this only, that the name did denote the antiquity of it,
the Saxons having called it €alocearzep, because, before their arrival,
it had been an ancient military station. But others have since
thought, there is some reason and some authority to attribute this
garrison to the Roman' Allectus, supposing it Allecti Castrum. An
opinion ingeniously delivered, and with much shew of truth, by a
modern author, in a short discourse, an. 1622, which begins with
this account of the antiquity of that placed. Alchester, All-cair, or
Cair-allect, was a walled town, that stood in the north-east part of
Oxzfordshire, part of that country, which, before the division of shires,
was called Dobuns Dofu, because of the deepness and fatness thereof :
built, as may be collected from many probabilities, (besides the first
syllable of his name) by Caius Allectus, one of the thirty tyrants, who,
by slaying his dear friend and emperor Carausius, obtained the sole
government of Britain. Allectus usurping the title of Emperor, as
may appear by his brass money still extant, for his better defence as
well against Carausius whilst he lived, as also against Constantine
then coming in, had built and fortified the walled town of All-chester
in the heart of the land, that if he were put to the worst at the sea-
side, yet he might have where to reinforce himself in the main land,

b Ptol. Geog. 1. 8. c. 2. ¢ Raven Geog. Par. 1688, d The History of
All-chester, near Bircester in Oxfordshire, with such other occurrents as are conti-
guous and appendant to the same. Ad Franciscum Crane Equitem Auratum Aulicum.
Ms. 4“.
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and having advertisement of Constantius his coming near at hand by
sea, hastened to the south-seas, near the Isle of Wight, to intercept his
landing, leaving the first syllable of his name in Allsford, Allington,
Allingham, for his way and passage as well as in All-chester for his

“residence. But Constantius having gained the benefit of a misty foggy

time, landed his men, put them in good order, and, like a valiant reso-
lute captain, burnt up his ships, that neither the enemy might be
strengthened by his vessels, nor his vassals have any hopes to save
themselves by flight ; and so, before Allectus had any certain intelli-
gence where he was, gave Allectus, that ambitious bloody tyrant, a set
battle by the sea-side, and put him to a shameful flight, whom Ascle-
piodotus slew shortly after ; but where, except it were at a plain called
Allesfield, now Ellsfield, between All-chester and the city of Ozford,
which cometh near to his name, and importeth a battle fought, I can-
not nor will not determine. In the forefront of All-chester, Allectus,
Jor his better defence, built a sconce or watch-tower, the ruins or rud-
ders whereof still appear in a plat of meadow ground, now the soil of
Thomas Moyle, Esq. but formerly of a knight of the name of Maund ;
where in our days has been digged up much Roman money, brick and
tile, and pavement of curious and wrought tile, of the bigness of six-
pence, being delicately laid there. Before it, was some inward hollow
place which the Romans called Tyslanicum ; the country people call it
still very properly Rully or Rulla, yet without any knowledge of what

it meaneth. For Rulla is a diminutive of Runa, which cometh of Ruo

to rush; that as Aries was a kind of engine to batter down walls
withal : so also the engine Rulla was broad-headed like a plough-staff,
which thereupon is called Rullum, and seemed to beat off the enemies
Jrom the walls thereof. The engine, therein kept, giving name to the
tower. The ground where Allchester stood was neither too fat to make
it foul, nor too lean to make it barren, but reasonably fertile, well-
meadowed about it, and washed with a sweet little current of water,
that floweth out of two little heads arising some three or four miles off.
For Alichester there is not one stone left upon another ; what hap-

pened to Troy, happened to it. As it stood in Plough-hundred, so is .

c 2
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it all ploughed over, and corn doth grow where it stood, as in this
rhyme :
In Oxfordshire, by Graven-hill wood,
" Stood Allchester, so fair and good ;-
Allectus walls are brought full low,
Where once they stood now corn doth grow.

Allectus slew his emperor and friend Carausius, not by secret prac-
tices, but by open battle at a place some two miles distant from the
walls of Allchester, called after his name ; and the field fought there
Carausfield, now Cavers-field. The entrenched sconce of Carausius
his camp where it lay, still appears in the plain upon Bayards-green.
What this writer can mean by the word Tyslanicum I apprehend
not, nor can I be informed. All I can say is this, in transcribing
quotations we must keep to the very words, though we do not un-
derstand them.

This relation is credible, though by the defect of histories there is
no authority, but inference and conjecture. The story of Carausius
and Allectus in short is this. The guard of our sea-coasts from the
infestation of northern pirates was by the Romans committed to a
.standing admiral, under the title of Comes Littoris Saxonici per Bri-
tanniam. He was guardian or warden of the ports; and the dispo-
sition of garrisons under this officer has given great assistance to the
ancient topography of this isle>. Which command, about the third
year of Dioclesian, was, on petition of Carausius a native of Britain
-or Ireland, given to him. Who took this opportunity of insinuat-
ing to his countrymen, that if they would receive him for their king,
he would expel their foreign masters, and restore their native liberty.
Upon this prospect he was admitted to the government of this isle,
and renounced all tribute and subjection to the Roman state: who,
resenting this defection, sent over Basianus; but Carausius, by as-
sistance of the Scots and Picts, killed him, and defeated his forces*:

¢ Notitia dignitatum Imperii, &c. drawn up in the reign of Theodosius, jun. or in that
of Arcadius and Honorius. fJoh. Fordun Scot. Hist. 1. 2. c. 39,
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































